
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Search for Meaning (PHIL 10110) 
First Level Module, Spring 2016 

Tues @ 12-1 Th M & Thurs @ 11-12 Th M 
 

Partial Syllabus 
 

 
Lecturer: Dr. Elmar Unnsteinsson (Part two: Dr. Joseph Cohen) 
 
Module Description 
What is the point of doing philosophy? Does philosophy have a role to play in our everyday 
lives? Many famous philosophers, including Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, argue that the study 
of philosophy makes us into better people. But is this true? Can virtue and critical thinking 
really be taught? 
 
This module concerns the significance of philosophy in human life. It has two components. 
The first looks at the issue of whether the study of philosophy can help us overcome our 
intellectual and moral limitations. Here we will discuss topics like implicit bias, fallacious 
reasoning, sexism, and racism; while also looking at philosophical ideas that have shaped the 
modern world; feminism, vegetarianism, multiculturalism, and so on. This part is taught by Dr 
Elmar Unnsteinsson. 
 
The second component looks at a series of six fundamental philosophical concepts, considering 
the way they have developed throughout the history of the subject. They are: Being, Truth, 
Time, Subject, Freedom, and Justice. This part is taught by Dr Joseph Cohen. 
 
Assessment 

30%: Essay, 1500 words, due Friday 1 April at 12 noon. Topics for the essay will be 
distributed by the end of Week 7. 
The essay must be submitted TWICE: (1) an electronic version through Blackboard 
‘safe assign’, and (2) a paper version to Margaret Brady in D504.  
If either of these is late, then the essay as a whole will be late, and you will be 
penalised accordingly. Note: if Safe Assign is not working, you can e-mail your essay 
to margaret.brady@ucd.ie, but be sure to include the name of the module and of the 
module co-ordinator. If you are physically unable to submit the hard copy, you can ask 
a friend to do so, or you can post it in. 

70%: Exam, 2 hours, during May exam period. The content of the entire module is examined. 
 
Teaching 
2 x 1-hour lectures per week. 

Tuesdays 12-1 in Theatre M, Newman Building 
Thursdays 11-12 in Theatre M, Newman Building 

8 x 1-hour tutorials. Starting in Week 3. 



 Mondays: 11-12 in F102 / 2-3 in F308 
 Tuesdays: 10-11 in G215 / 1-2 in J109 
 Wednesdays: 9-10 in F104 / 4-5 in D106a 
 Thursdays: 12-1 in B101 / 3-4 in F102 
 Fridays: 10-11 in J109 / 12-1 in G215 
 
Reading 
There is no textbook. All readings will be made available on Blackboard. Each week has an 
assigned, required reading. It is important that all students do the required readings before 
each lecture. Sometimes there will also be additional, optional material for those interested in 
knowing more about the topic or needing more material to acquire a robust understanding.   
 
Timetable 
 

Week	 Dates	 Topic	 Reading	
1	 26	Jan	

28	Jan	
	

Introduction.		
What	is	philosophy?	What	is	the	point	of	
philosophy?	Is	it	practical?	
Content,	structure,	and	assessment	of	
module	

Plato,	Apology	
Russell,	"The	Value	of	
Philosophy"		
	
Optional:	Plato,	Meno		

2	 2	Feb	
4	Feb	

Is	the	unexamined	life	worth	living?	
Does	philosophy	help	us	become	better	
people,	lead	better	lives?	

Plato,	“The	Ring	of	Gyges”	from	
Republic,	Book	II	
Aristotle,	Nicomachean	Ethics	
(excerpt)	
	

3	 9	Feb	
11	Feb	
Tutorial	1	

How	rational	are	we?	Can	prejudice	be	
eliminated?	Implicit	bias.	Stereotypes.	
Sexism.	Racism.	

Kahneman,	Thinking	Fast	and	
Slow	(excerpt)	
Schwitzgebel,	“Cheesburger	
Ethics”	
Take	Implicit	Associations	Test	
designed	for	Irish	nationals		
	
Optional:	
Banaji	&	Greenwald,	Blindspot			
(Preface	and	Chapters	1-3)	

4	 16	Feb	
18	Feb	
Tutorial	2	

Philosophy	to	the	rescue?	Useful	
theoretical	tools	and	social	critique.	
Equality.	Feminism.	Liberalism.	
Antiracism.	Theories	of	Justice.	

Green,	“Rawls,	Women	and	the	
Priority	of	Liberty”	
Haslanger,	“Gender	and	Race:	
(What)	Are	They?	(What)	Do	We	
Want	Them	To	Be?”	
	
Optional:	Rawls,	"The	Original	
Position"	

5	 23	Feb	
25	Feb	
Tutorial	3	

Feminist	philosophy	as	an	example.	
Useful	concepts.	“Oppression,”	“Sexism,”	
“Harassment,”	“Gender/Sex,”	etc.	

Beauvoir,	The	Second	Sex	
(excerpt)	
Frye,	“Oppression”	
	

6	 1	Mar	
3	Mar	
Tutorial	4	

Mindhacks.	Can	our	flaws	be	fixed?	Can	
virtue	ethics	be	revived?	What	does	this	
mean	for	blame	and	moral	
responsibility?	

Banaji	&	Greenwald,	
“Outsmarting	the	Mach-ine”	(Ch.	
8,	Blindspot)	
Railton,	“Two	Cheers	for	Virtue”		

7-12	 	 See	syllabus	from	Dr.	Joseph	Cohen	 	
 


