
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Philosophy of Mind (PHIL 40970) 
MA Level Module, Autumn 2015 

Wednesdays 14:00-15:50, D522 (Newman Building) 
 
 
 

Dr Elmar Geir Unnsteinsson 
elmar.geir@gmail.com 
Newman Building, D502 
Office Hours: Wed 11am-12, 1-2pm 

 
Course website:  tinyurl.com/philosophyofmind 
Password:  
 
Module description 
What is the nature of the mind? How is the mind related to the non-mental, e.g. the body, 
brain, and the world around us? These questions define philosophy of mind, both historically 
and in the contemporary context. Current debates tend to split the problem of finding a place 
for the mind in a materialistic and scientific worldview into two basic problems. The first 
concerns consciousness, i.e. the subjective feeling of mental experience, and the second 
concerns intentionality, i.e. the nature of mental and linguistic representation or ‘aboutness.’ 
In this course we (i) cover recent debates about consciousness, (ii) get up to date about 
intentionality, and then (iii) go into much more detail on the issues of mental representation, 
singular thought, the nature of belief, and the relation between mind and language.  
 
Learning outcomes 
Students who successfully complete this course will have (1) a good grasp of the central issues 
in the philosophy of mind and the contemporary philosophy of cognitive science, (2) engaged 
critically with some of the most important views and arguments in those areas, and (3) 
developed some independent arguments and views on some of those issues. 
 
Assessment 
 

• Two essays, 40% each. 
- First  essay: Topics approved by Friday Week 4. Deadline 23/10. 
- Second essay: Topics approved by Friday Week 10. Deadline 30/11. 

• In-class presentation, 10%. 
• Reading questions, 10%. 

 
The essays will be no longer than 2500 words. Student presentations will be 15 minutes, with 5 
minutes for Q&A. Topics for both assignments need to be pre-approved by the instructor. 
Students will need to write down answers to three questions about the assigned reading in 
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each meeting. I will try to make the questions easy and the answers should be very short and 
simple, that is, if you do the readings assigned.  
 
Readings and resources 
Readings will be online on the course Dropbox folder (tinyurl.com/philosophyofmind, 
password: ). There are many good introductions to philosophy of mind, which 
you might want to consult if you find the parts of the primary reading hard-going. For 
example: 
 

Jaegwon Kim (2010). Philosophy of Mind, 3rd ed. 
John Heil (2012). Philosophy of Mind: A Contemporary Introduction, 3rd ed. 
David Braddon-Mitchell & Frank Jackson (2006). Philosophy of Mind and Cognition. 

 
Also, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (http://plato.stanford.edu/) is a rich and 
reliable resource. Go there if you need to look up concepts or theories that are unfamiliar or 
difficult to grasp from only reading what is assigned. 
 
 
1    The mind-body problem and consciousness 
 
9/9 Week 1. Syllabus. Introduction to philosophy of mind. Historical background. 

Reading: Descartes , Meditations II and VI; Princess Elisabeth, Letters to 
Descartes (selections); Smullyan, “An Unfortunate Dualist.” 
Optional: Heil , Philosophy of Mind, ch. 2-3. 

 
16/9 Week 2. Defining consciousness. Current theories of consciousness. 

Reading: Block, “Concepts of Consciousness”; Chalmers, “Consciousness and Its 
Place in Nature.” 
Optional: Chalmers, “The Puzzle of Conscious Experience.” 

 
23/9 Week 3. The knowledge argument. Russellian neutral monism. 

Reading: Lewis, “What Experience Teaches” (audio of lecture is online); Loar, 
“Phenomenal States.” 
Optional: Stoljar , “Two Conceptions of the Physical.” 

 
30/9 Week 4. Higher order theories of consciousness. The evolution of consciousness. 

Reading: Rosenthal , “Explaining Consciousness”; Carruthers , “The Evolution of 
Consciousness.” 
Optional: Dretske, “Conscious Experience”; Keller , “The evolutionary function of 
conscious information processing is revealed by its task-dependency in the olfactory 
system.” 
First  essay topic needs to be approved by Friday, 2/10 
 

 
2    The problem of intentionality and mental  content 
 
7/10 Week 5. Intentionality. Propositional attitudes. 

Reading: Crane, “Intentionality as the Mark of the Mental”; Fodor, “Propositional 
Attitudes.” 
Optional: Crane, The Objects of Thought, ch. 1. 

 
 
 
 
 



14/10 Week 6. Naturalistic theories of intentional content. 
Reading: Fodor, “Fodor’s Guide to Mental Representation”; Mil l ikan, 
“Biosemantics.” 
Optional: Fodor, “A Theory of Content, I: The Problem,” “A Theory of Content, II: 
The Theory.” 
 

21/10 Week 7. Dennett’s interpretationism. Stich on representation. 
Reading: Dennett , “True Believers,” “Postscript,” “Real Patterns”; Stich, “What is a 
Theory of Mental Representation?”  

 Optional: Dennett , “Quining Qualia”; Ramsey, Representation Reconsidered, ch. 1. 
 Student presentations 
 First  essay emailed by Friday, 23/10 
 
 
3    Mental  f i les ,  s ingular thought,  implicit  belief ,  theory of mind, etc .  
 
28/10 Week 8. Externalism and internalism. The extended mind.  

Reading: Putnam, “The Meaning of ‘Meaning’”; Burge, “Individualism and the 
Mental.” 
Optional: Clark & Chalmers, “The Extended Mind”; Lawlor, “A Notional Worlds 
Approach to Confusion.”  
Student presentations 

 
4/11 Week 9. Externalism and privileged access.  

Reading: Mckinsey, “Anti-Individualism and Privileged Access”; Brueckner, “What 
an Anti-Individualist Knows A Priori.”  
Optional: Shoemaker, “First-Person Access”; Schroeter, “The Illusion of 
Transparency”; Searle , “Can Computers Think?” 

 Student presentations 
 
11/11 Week 10. Implicit belief and implicit bias.  

Reading: Gendler , “Alief and Belief”; Schwitzgebel , “Acting Contrary to our 
Professed Beliefs.”  

 Optional: Anderson, The Imperative of Integration, ch. 3. Sperber et  al . ,  
“Epistemic Vigilance.” 

 Student presentations 
Second essay topic needs to be approved by Friday,  13/11 

 
18/11 Week 11. Mind and language. Communicative intentions. Relevance theory. 

Reading: Sperber & Wilson, “The Mapping Between the Public and the Mental 
Lexicon”; Wilson & Sperber, “Relevance Theory.”  

 Optional: Grice, “Meaning”; Gopnik & Wellman, “The Theory Theory”; Gallese 
& Goldman, “Mirror Neurons and the Simulation Theory of Mindreading.” 

 Student presentations 
 
25/11 Week 12. Theory of mind, mindreading, false belief tasks, intention recognition.  

Reading: Scott-Phil l ips , Speaking Our Minds, ch. 3-4; Thompson, “Meaning and 
Mindreading.” 
Optional: Sperber, “Metarepresentations in an Evolutionary Perspective.” Hauser et  
al ., “The Mystery of Language Evolution.” 

 Student presentations 
 Second essay emailed by Monday, 30/11 
  
 
 




